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6. Once you have the drawing the way you want it, add depth with a drop shadow behind the 
characters by copying the art to another layer and combining it with the Pathfinder panel’s Unite 
option, fill with black, and apply a shadow effect by clicking on Effect > Stylize > Drop Shadow: 

 
 

7. Now let’s enable all of the layers along with the Frame layer, save it, and export this for 
Microsoft Office (for PowerPoint or Word) and for the Web (foreground image).  
 

 

Microsoft Office and 
Web output both use 
.png format which 
yields the best quality 
using the least 
amount of file space.  

For high-quality print 
use, the PDF export to 
a .pdf will use CMYK. 
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Disable the Frame layer (background image) and export as a PDF for placement into the final comix 
layout with InDesign. 

We’re all done with Adobe Illustrator! 

Prepare for Print with InDesign 
Now that we have cells ready to go, let’s bring up our InDesign template. First, the document must use 
the CMYK color model. Second, it is designed to work with a spread (rather than pages) based on 
these benefits: 

1. Easy for folks to download and print both sides (front and back) on legal paper. 

2. Easy for a printer – all they have to do is print and fold, no imposition mishaps ever! 

The layout spread is shown with the Frames layer enabled only: 

 

We’ll place each of the finished cells exported as PDFs from Adobe Illustrator onto the Cells layer 
(we’ll temporarily disable the Frames layer so you can see how the cells look): 
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Finally, we’ll re-enable the frames and create the overlapped text. Everything should now be ready for 
print: 

 
 

Finally, to print, select the File > Adobe PDF Presets > [Press Quality] and perform a File > Save As 
to create a high-quality PDF CMYK document. Depending on if you use color bleeds, you may wish to 
enable the .125 inch border around the layout. 

Outside spread 

And since we are 
friendly to our 
environment, we 
should use the post-
consumable logo by 
enabling the 
Recycled 
layer―you’ll notice the 
symbol on page 4 on 
the comix. 
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Inside spread 

You should be ready to go to print! 

 

Note: You can also use the [Smallest File Size] PDF preset option to create a much-smaller, 
low-resolution PDF suitable for online display or download. You’ll want to make sure to set the 
Output settings to Convert to Destination with the destination being the sRGB color model. 
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Preparing for Online Viewing 
Let’s use Acrobat for this part! For online use, there are two formats that make sense (you’ll probably 
want both): 

Spread (inside and outside): So that the user can download it as a PDF and print locally. For this, 
you’ll want to simply use the CMYK PDF you created for the printer. Believe it or not, the file size 
difference between CMYK, RGB (high resolution), and Web Ready (low resolution) PDF isn’t a lot. 
From Acrobat, you can always output ,jpg (JPEG) files with the File > Save As command. 

Individual Pages (4 individual pages): From within Acrobat, it is a very simple matter to divide the 
spread (14 by 8.5 inches) into half pages. Open the 2-page spread PDF you saved from InDesign and 
then perform the Document > Crop Pages command: 
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Select the Right to be half of the width, click All page range, and then OK to crop. This creates two 
pages (the left-hand ones). Then save the remaining cropped two pages into individual files with the 
Document > Extract Pages command: 

 

 

 

You’ll be prompted for a file name and create a name something like Comix Left Page — Acrobat will 
automatically complete the file name by suffixing a 1 and 2 for each page file. 

Don’t save the cropped PDF―that will overwrite your spread! Do the File > Revert command instead 
and then do the same for the right side (only this time, you’d crop the right half of the spread). 

You can rename the files to a more logical Comix Page 1, Comix Page 2, and so on. From within 
Acrobat, you can export as .jpg files or leave them as .pdf files (or provide both for download). 
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If you want to post the comix for download or viewing, use Dreamweaver to link your graphics onto 
your web page and make the finished artwork available for download with Dreamweaver’s Site > Put 
or Site > Synchronize Sitewide commands. You can see our comix at 
http://www.leadingswmaniacs.com/resources_comix_c7dh.html: 

 

 

 

 

Special Tip (Shhh…don’t tell anybody): What if you want to convert the PDFs into 
grayscale especially if you can’t afford to print with four colors? 

From within Acrobat, select the following Advanced > Preflight command. Click under 
Profiles and then under the PDF fixups group, select Convert to grayscale. Click Analyze 
and fix and tada—color is gone, gray is in! 
 

 

A Final Word 
Plan, plan, and plan some more! 

If you do, the resulting artwork will be fun and easy! You can do it with the Adobe Creative Suite and 
wonderful software add-ins like ToonIt!. 

http://www.leadingswmaniacs.com/resources_comix_c7dh.html�
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